1607.              MATELIEFFS RETURN TO HOLLAND.              393

garrison of Malaya had triumphantly defeated the
Spaniards in an assault on the fortifications of the little
town. On the other hand, the King of Johore, panic-
struck on the departure of his Dutch protectors, had
burned his own capital, and had betaken himself with all
his court into the jungle.

Commending the one and rebuking the other potentate,
the admiral provided assistance for both, some Dutch
trading-vessels having meantime arrived in the archi-
pelago. Matelieff now set sail for Holland, taking with
him some ambassadors from the King of Siam and five
ships well laden with spice. On his return he read a
report of his adventures to the States-General, and
received the warm commendations of their High Mighti-
nesses.114 Before his departure from the tropics, Paul van
Kaarden, with eight war-ships, had reached Bantam.
On his arrival in Holland the fleet of Peter ver Hoef
was busily fitting out for another great expedition to
the East.116 This was the nation which Spanish courtiers
thought to exclude for ever from commerce with India
and America, because the Pope a century before had
divided half the globe between Ferdinand the Catholic
and Emmanuel the Fortunate.

It may be supposed that the results of Matelieff's
voyage were likely to influence the pending negotiations
for peace.

u* The authorities for MatehefPs voyages are Grotius, xvil. 792-8TOO; Metereu,
562, 5fa3; and especially the original journals and records in " Bogie uud Vortgaug."
i*5 Authorities last cited.